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Introductions







Reimaging 
Justice



The number of 
women 
incarcerated in 
CT dropped by 
43% during 
COVID.



Specific Aims

RESEARCH QUESTION:

What was the impact of COVID-19 shifts in criminal-legal practices on 
the HIV risk behaviors of justice-involved women who use drugs?

� Specific Aim #1: PROVIDE undergraduate students the 
opportunity to gain significant experience with community 
engaged research. 

� Specific Aim #2: IDENTIFY the pre-COVID-19 HIV risk behaviors 
and protective factors of justice-involved women who use drugs.

� Specific Aim #3: DOCUMENT and ASSESS HIV risk during COVID-
19 among justice-involved women who use drugs. 



Shawn Lang



The PhD Pipeline: 
Challenges & Urgency



The Doctoral 
Degree 
Pipeline:

Challenges

Lack of racial diversity among people with doctoral degrees.



The Doctoral 
Degree 
Pipeline:

Benefits of 
Equity & 
Representation

Graves Jr, J. L., Kearney, M., Barabino, G., & Malcom, S. (2022). Inequality in science and the case 
for a new agenda. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 119(10), e2117831119.



Engaging 
Undergraduates in 
Research



Haeger, H., Armstron-Land, M., & Smith, C. (2019). Identifying nad breaking down barriers to participation in undergraduate 
research. https://researchinsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/IDBarriersUndergrad-HaegerArmstrong-LandSmith2019.pdf

Engaging 
Undergraduates 
in Research:

Students who 
participate in 
undergrad 
research are more 
like to earn 
doctorate.



Engaging 
Undergraduates 
in Research

Opportunities for 
Students



The PhD 
Pipeline:
 
Barriers for 
Students

Haeger, H., Armstron-Land, M., & Smith, C. (2019). Identifying and breaking down barriers to participation in undergraduate 
research. https://researchinsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/IDBarriersUndergrad-HaegerArmstrong-LandSmith2019.pdf

Engaging 
Undergraduates 
in Research:

 Barriers for 
Students



Project Teamwork



Project Team: 

SCSU Faculty, 
Students, 
Community 
Partners



Harm 
Reduction 
Framework

Principles of Harm Reduction
https://harmreduction.org/about-us/principles-of-harm-reduction/

� Meet people where they are.

� Non-judgmental, non-coercive.

� Any level of engagement is better than no engagement.

� Understands engagement is research is a complex, multi-faceted 
phenomenon that can encompasses a continuum of behaviors and 
acknowledges that people will engage in different ways.

� Ensures that undergrads have a real voice in the creation of 
research opportunities designed to engage them.

� Recognizes that the realities of poverty, class, racism, social 
isolation, past trauma, sex-based discrimination, and other social 
inequalities affect both people’s vulnerability to and capacity for 
engaging in research.

� Whatever the question, the answer is yes. 

https://harmreduction.org/about-us/principles-of-harm-reduction/


Harm Reduction 
Framework:

Meeting People 
Where They Are





Data Collection & 
Preliminary Findings



Social	Science:
Qualitative	and	Quantitative



Qualitative:	Narrative	Analysis









Queen Cathy Elaine Jessica Elle

Age 45 56 37 41 38

Race Black Black Latina Latina Latina

Sexual Orientation Heterosexual Heterosexual Bisexual Bisexual Bisexual

Drug Use Alcohol, 
Cannabis, 
Hallucinogenic,
Opioids

Cocaine Alcohol,
Cannabis, 
Cocaine, 
Stimulants

Alcohol,
Cannabis,
Hallucinogenic

Alcohol, Cannabis, 
Cocaine, Heroin 
(injection drug use)

Number of Children 2 2 5 2 2

Loss of Child Death 
(Cancer)

Death 
(accident), 
Incarceration

DCF Death, DCF DCF

Sex Work No No Yes No Yes

History of Homelessness Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

COVID Unhoused, 
using drugs

Working fast 
food, 
arrested on 
warrant

Rent room, 
sex work, 
arrested

Unhoused, 
Substance Use

Living in motel 
with GF, sex 
work, IDU



Questions & 
Ideas



Thank you!

www.theshawnproject.com


